ANTHROPOLOGY IN CHINA
China has its own anthropology ancestors, revered today well beyond
the discipline. In this photograph, former Vice Chairman of the Standing
Committee of the National People's Congress Gu Xiulian and former
Finance Minister Xiang Huaicheng jointly unveil a statue built to
commemorate the centenary of the birth of Fei Xiaotong, China's most
celebrated anthropologist.
Official sources declared that the statue was intended to highlight the
academic achievements of this nationally celebrated anthropologist.
The Wujiang Municipal Party Committee and the Wujiang municipal
government also dedicated a 'Cultural Garden' to 'further expand the
popularity' and 'enhance the influence' of Kaixiangong village, the village
in which Fei did most of his fieldwork.
The Culture Garden is made up of an Exhibition Hall of the History
and Culture of the Village, built in memory of Fei Xiaotong's sister, Fei
Dasheng, and the Fei Xiaotong Museum. The museum explores the
anthropologist's extraordinary life, highlighting in particular Fei's 26 visits
to Kaixiangong.
However, many Kaixiangong residents, and some government officials,
were not enamoured of the commemorative statue that was erected
on 23 October 2010. In his official standing pose, Fei Xiaotong was
deemed 'too distant', and unlikely to 'find repose'. Wu Weishan who had
carried out the original official commission (and whose 31-foot statue of
Confucius was inexplicably removed from Tiananmen Square earlier this
year), then visited Kaixiangong village and consulted its residents, after
which he sculpted free of charge what was generally felt to be a more
fitting replacement. The new statue depicts Fei relaxed and smiling in an
armchair, echoing the Chinese 'big-tummy Maitreya Buddha'. Villagers
believe this statue to be a more apt tribute to Fei's memory, and have
expressed the hope that it will bring happiness to their village.
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